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State Visit to the United Kingdom  

In response to the invitation sent by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, President Felipe Calderón 
visited  the United Kingdom from March 29 to April 
2, 2009. 
 

 On 30th of April, the Mexican president and his 

wife Margarita Zavala were officially received by the 

British Head of State, HM Queen Elizabeth II,  and 

the Duke of Edinburgh at Buckingham Palace with 

all the protocol that the Palace and the British   

Government confer to visiting heads of state. As 

part of the welcoming ceremony, President Felipe        

Calderón laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier in Westminster Abbey and HM Queen  

Elizabeth II hosted a State Banquet in his honor. 

President Calderón had an intense schedule that 
included meetings with key authorities of Great 
Britainôs political life, such as the Prime Minister, 
Gordon Brown, and the leaders of the Conservative 
and Liberal Democrat parties, David Cameron and 
Nick Clegg respectively. Together with the Duke of 
York, the Mexican President visited Aberdeen, 
Scotland, to see the technological advances in 
deep sea exploration and renewable energy first 
hand. 

 
 

The Mexican president addressed members of both 
houses of Parliament, accompanied by the Lord 
Speaker of the House of Lords, Helene Hayman 
and the Speaker of the House of Commons,     
Michael Martin. He also participated in a seminar 
organized by the Confederation of British Industry, 
ProMéxico and the authority of the City of London 
on trade and investment to explore new opportuni-
ties between Mexican and British companies.       
He delivered a lecture at the Royal Society as part 
of the 75th Anniversary of the British Council and      
attended a meeting with leading members of the 
financial sector, led by the Lord Mayor of the City   
of London, and had lunch with editors of the main 
British newspapers. 
 
In 2008, the United Kingdom was Mexico's fifth 
largest trading partner and third largest investor 
within European Union countries and the fourth 
largest destination of Mexican exports. Worldwide, 
it has the 13th largest volume of trade with Mexico, 
and is the 11th largest purchaser and 14th largest 
supplier. At the end of his state visit, President 
Calderón participated in the G-20 Leaders' summit, 
held in London on April 2. 
 
 

During the outbreak of the epi-
demic virus Influenza  A (H1N1) 
the Embassy of Mexico and all 
other offices of Mexico in London 
have been in permanent contact 
with the public and in particular 
with the British government, MPs, 
the media, the Mexican commu-
nity in the UK and the Mexican 
student societies, letting them 
know about the new develop-
ments of the epidemic outbreak 
and the measures taken by the 
government to mitigate it. The 
Embassy and its Consular Office 
have remained open and ready to 
inform and assist the public.   
 
For further information please 
visit: 

 
>www.prevencioninfluenza.gob.mx  
 
> www.presidencia.gob.mx 
 
> www.sre.gob.mx  
 

> www.sre.gob.mx/reinounido 
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Message by President Felipe Calderon on the occasion of his State                                                                   
Visit to United Kingdom and his participation in the G20 Summit 

 

Firstly. We have felt very honored by this invitation 
from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of England 
and the British Government, since this is the first 
state visit by a Mexican President to the United 
Kingdom in several decades. It is a visit that has 
enabled us to show that Mexico has fully assumed 
its responsibility regarding global challenges. It has 
enabled us to show Mexico as a country with a full 
democracy and open economy and that  is under-
going a profound transformation and has great 
potential. This visit has elicited great interest 
among the British authorities and investors regard-
ing the transformation the country is undergoing. 
Moreover, Mexico's participation in G-20 has reaf-
firmed us as a recognized, respected world player 
who offers viable solutions to the main problems of 
humanity. 
 
We told Queen Elizabeth II that Mexico is playing a 
more active role to ensure that Latin America's 
voice is heard. With Prime Minister Gordon Brown, 
we signed important new agreements concerning 
education, training and culture, as well as a Memo-
randum of Understanding regarding sustainable 
development. In particular, one of the agreements 
signed by Mexico will provide us with funds from 
the British government to undertake projects and 
finance projects to combat climate change. I told 
members of the British parliament that organized 
crime is a global enemy of freedom that the interna-
tional community must face with absolute determi-
nation. I explained how Mexico is playing its part in 
this struggle and said that Mexico and the United 
Kingdom could form a powerful economic alliance 
to cope with the challenges of the future. 
 
As you know, I met with Britain's top business peo-
ple and the most outstanding members of the finan-
cial community of this country. We clearly explained 
Mexico's advantages as an investment destination 
and of course, the actions we are taking to make 
our country a safe place for global investment.         
I also met with important leaders of various energy 
companies in Great Britain, both those linked to the 
traditional hydrocarbon sector and renewable en-
ergy. I told them that British experience and tech-
nology could prove extremely useful to Mexico's 
efforts to modernize its energy sector. 
 
It is a well-known fact that the world is undergoing 
an unprecedented financial and economic crisis 
which was precisely what led to the G-20 meeting, 
which is the second time I have had the honour of 
representing our country. I believe that the crisis we 
are undergoing is global, meaning that the solutions 
should also be global. That is why we met in Wash-
ington in November and again in London over 
these past two days and we will undoubtedly meet 
up again before the end of the year.  
 
The forum for G-20 meetings has a good regional 
balance, since it includes countries from every 
region and continent in the world. Moreover, the  

host, the United Kingdom, invited some African 
countries and two more European countries. The 
leaders of the main multilateral organizations, the 
United Nations Organization, the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund and of course, the 
Inter-American Bank of Development also took part. 
 

In order to deal with the complexity of the issue, 
which involves recovering the world economy, the 
London meeting dealt with five main issues: how to 
restore global demand and recovery. In this      
respect, we had the opportunity of describing the 
contra-cylical program we are implementing in 
Mexico, which accounts for nearly 2% of the Gross 
Domestic Product. It is basically oriented towards 
constructing infrastructure, preserving jobs, creating 
temporary employment and supporting Mexican 
families with measures that protect their income 
and consumption. Mexico stressed the importance 
of implementing contra-cyclical policies to reinforce 
countriesô economies. We also believe that interna-
tional coordination of these policies will increase 
their effectiveness in reviving the economy. In fact, 
this was the general consensus, not only as re-
gards the    G-20 countries' position on the govern-
ment but also as regards the practices already 
being carried out in several of the economies gath-
ered here today. 
 

I would like to explain once again that in relation to 
this issue, Mexico is already asserting its right to 
open up an extra line of credit from the International 
Monetary Fund. Under the new conditions estab-
lished at this meeting, and of course, under the 
rules of the Fund itself, it has a distinctive feature.   
It is a line of credit that Mexico could use, if it 
needed to, without being subject to any conditions. 
According to what the International Monetary Fund 
and the leaders present here have said, this is in 
some ways a preventive measure that replaces the 
traditional corrective actions of the IMF. It is, in 
practical terms, a form of recognition of the sound 
financial management of the countries entitled to 
open these lines of credit. It recognizes the good 
financial management of certain economies, includ-
ing the Mexican economy. And I must say that, 
even without using this line of credit, it is a line that 
is available for the whole country that considerably 
strengthens our position and balance of payments. 
 
Among other issues, we stressed social and envi-
ronmental issues. The G20 Meeting confirmed the 
conviction to achieve the Millennium Goals and
    

provide a humane approach to the tasks we have set 
ourselves as an international community. We 
stressed that the crisis cannot stop advances in envi-
ronmental or poverty issues or the goals regarding 
education, quality of life and health set by the United 
Nations, known as the Millennium Development 
Goals. In various fora and scenarios and of course at 
the G-20 summit, we suggested an environmentally-
friendly road to global recovery, a green global recov-
ery. In particular, I stressed the need to promote 
financial instruments to achieve the goal of climate 
change, which the international community is       
currently discussing. 
 
And Mexicoôs proposal for a Green Fund, which          
I explained during this State Visit and also at the        
G-20 meeting goes precisely in this direction.              
I stressed that from our perspective, the debate on 
global warming and climate change has focused too 
much on the search for consensus on global emis-
sions reduction goals. This is obviously not bad and 
on the contrary,   I expect Mexico will support the 
consensus arrived at by the main economies regard-
ing emissions reductions at the Copenhagen meeting 
to be held in     December. However, we stressed that 
in addition to the search for goals, it is also necessary 
to build instruments, particularly economic instru-
ments that will create the necessary financial incen-
tives to be able to advance in this respect and 
achieve the proposed goals. This is precisely the aim 
of the Green Fund. We also stressed that Mexicoôs 
proposal does not contradict the effort that has been 
made by several countries. 
 
 I think that this was an extremely successful G-20 
meeting that will contribute to the support agreed on 
by multinational financial organizations and the way 
they are channeled into developing economies. In 
some cases, this support will be used to promote 
development programs and in others it will simply be 
used to reinforce financial positions and the balance 
of payments and in other to help less developed 
economies offset the impact of this economic crisis. 
 
This Summit yielded positive results and permitted 
agreements, whose implementation will be able to 
channel thousands of millions of dollars through 
multinational financial institutions. According to vari-
ous estimates, it will also allow the creation of jobs 
throughout the world on various continents and of 
course, we hope and we are certain they will be     
created in Mexico. 
 
Lastly. There was an important discussion on the 
issue of tax havens. The G-20 was urged to homolo-
gize accounting rule throughout the world and pre-
vent the opacity and discretional nature of the han-
dling of financial resources worldwide. It is also 
hoped that economies and financial institutions will be 
subjected to scrutiny, an issue stressed at the Sum-
mit. Through various organizations, such as the 
OECD, this will yield relevant, useful information on 

the behavior of various countries in this respect. 
 

 



ProMéxico activities during the State Visit of the President of Mexico to the UK 

In the context of the State Visit of the President of Mexico, Felipe Calderón  
to the UK, ProMéxico organized three Special Missions -trade, environ-
ment and educationï in which 63 Mexicans participated  in a total of 17 
events with the attendance of over 500 people. 
 
ProMéxico had the opportunity to co-organize these events with twenty 
British institutions that included 54 presentations from leaders of diverse 
sectors. Moreover, ProM®xico facilitated sixty ñone to oneò meetings and 
distributed more than 300 promotional materials. 

 CONTACT 

Tel: (+44 20) 7811 5040  
www.promexico.gob.mx 

Renewable Energy in Mexico and UK :            
Challenges and Opportunities Forum 

Cambridge Seminar: Research & Development  
ñSharing lessons and best practiceò 

UK-Mexico Business Forum  

Induction Sessions: Trade Mission 
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7th Symposium of 
Mexican Students                                                           

and Studies             
Cambridge  

The Cambridge University Mexican Soci-
ety (CUMexSoc) and the Society of Mexi-
can Students in the United Kingdom 
(MexSoc UK) are proud to invite you        
to the 7th Symposium of Mexican Stu-
dents and Studies to be held at the Centre 
for Mathematical Sciences (CMS) on the     
4th of July 2009. 
 
The MexSocUK symposium is an annual 
meeting aimed to provide a forum for 
Mexican students to present their work, 
exchange knowledge and ideas. The 
MexSocUK symposium is an opportunity 
for students from all nationalities working  
on Mexico-related projects to share and 
discuss their research with Mexican    
nationals, members of the academia, gov-
ernment and industry.  
 
Furthermore, the event is an excellent 
opportunity for all levels of networking The 
event will consist of an academic program 
which includes oral presentations, work-
shop sessions and keynote lectures deliv-
ered by personalities of the academic 
community related to Mexico. 
 
We look forward to see you at what has 
always been a very exciting event. 
 
The official registration is now open. 
Please visit the website at: 
 
www.cumexsoc.org.uk/simposio 

 


