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International aid arrives 
in Tabasco and Chiapas  

Severe flooding in Tabasco state has affected 
over one million people this past month. With 
80 per cent of the state under water, most 
crops have been destroyed and Tabasco has 
been placed on high alert. 
 
 Governments and civil society groups from 
around the world have sent money, medical 
teams, rescue units and equipment and 
emergency supplies to the stricken area.  
 
Mexicans from all walks of life have taken an 
active role in humanitarian efforts to aid their 
affected compatriots. President Felipe 
Calderon, federal and state leaders are 
leading reconstruction efforts and the federal 
government has created a special fund 
to help the people rebuild the stateôs 
infrastructure. 
 
The Embassy of Mexico in the United Kingdom 
expresses its gratitude to the British Government 
and to British institutions for their quick 
response to this crisis, in particular, to the 
S.A.R.A.I.D., who send a five members team 
to Chiapas. The Embassy also thanks Oxfam, 
the Jewish Film Festival and Canning House 
for their generous contributions to the aid effort. 
 
 HOW TO HELP 

The Embassy of Mexico has opened a 
bank account in London to receive donations:  
Under the name of Ayuda Tabasco 2007 
HSBC Bank account: 81408224 
Sort Code: 40-03-22 
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George Steiner 
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RELATED LINKS 

> www.presidencia.gob.mx/prensa/?
contenido=32448  
> www.sre.gob.mx/csocial 

> www.tabasco.gob.mx 

PICTURE: AP 



2 NOVEMBER 2007 

As part of the Global Opportunities Fund 
(GOF) Human Rights Project, from the 
FCO and administered by the British Embassy 
in Mexico City, a visit to the UK of 16 
Mexican prosecutors, investigators, police 
officers, judges and forensics specialists 
took place last October.   
 
The aim was to share experiences, build 
capacities on the subjects of criminal 
investigation, preservation of evidence and 
the importance of these for the development 
and outcome of oral trials.  
 
The group spent the first part of the programme 
at the Police Staff College at Bramshill, where 
they received training on police investigation, 
preparation and presentation of evidence and 
looking after the crime scene.   
 
The second part of the course took place in 
London where the visitors had the opportunity 
to meet with representatives from the Crown 
Prosecution Services, the Forensic Science 
Team, and the Judicial Studies Board.  They 
also visited the Jill Dando Institute of Crime 
Science at UCL, and the Bethnal Green Police 
Station. Finally, they spent a week shadowing 
British officials in their different roles. 

During a meeting with Ambassador Juan Jose 
Bremer the participants expressed their 
gratitude to the British Government for 
funding this study visit and mentioned that 
the knowledge and experience acquired 
will help them in the process towards an 
accusatorial system and to implement oral 
trials in their different states. 
 
The attendees came from Zacatecas, 
Chihuahua, Morelos, Estado de Mexico 
and Mexico City.  The relevance of this 
visit is that it will have a trickle-down 
effect, since it focused on instructing trainers 
who will share their experience with the 
prosecution offices, judiciary and police 
investigation offices, among themselves.   

Judicial delegation visits in the UK  Mexico at G -5 
At the 62nd General Assembly of United 
Nations Foreign Secretary, Patricia 
Espinosa, met with her G-5 colleagues 
(Brazil, China, India and South Africa) to 
discuss the future of dialogue between 
the G5 and G8 and to review the participation 
of the G5 at the recent Summit in 
Heil igendamm. 
 
Mexico has been designated G5 coordinator 
by its partners and will liaise with the Japanese 
Government who is chairing the next G8 
Summit. The G5 are emerging economies 
working on issues such as climate change, 
renewable energy and economic growth. 

Mexican MPs visit the NAO  

Mexico was re-elected for an additional two 
years term as member of Council of the Inter-
national Maritime Organization, in elections 
held in London at the 25th session of the IMO      

Assembly on 23rd  November 2007. 

Mexico won again a seat in the category ñCò of 
the Council, which is the Executive Organ of 
IMO. The Council has 40 members  divided in 
three categories:  ñAò with 10 States  with the 
largest interest in providing international ship-
ping services; ñBò 10 other States with the   
largest interest in international seaboard trade, 
and  ñCò  20  States with special interest in 
maritime transport or navigation, and whose 
election to the Council will ensure the repre-
sentation of all major geographic areas of the 

world. 

In his speech to the Assembly, Ambassador 
Juan Jose Bremer pointed out that Mexico is a 
member of the IMO since 1954 and has been 
playing an active roll  in promoting a safe navi-
gation and the highest standards of marine 
environment protection. Mexico appreciates 
the friendship of the IMO Members States and 
the international maritime community in its re-

election. 

 

integrated by 13 members of the Chamber 
of Deputies who belonged to different political 
parties. They held meetings with the repre-
sentatives of the NAO and with Edward Leigh 
MP, Chairman of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee (PAC), where the importance of the coop-
eration between the NAO and the Superior 
Audit of Mexico was highlighted as well as the 
XIX Congress of the International Organiza-
tion of the Superior Audits (Mexico from 5-10 
of November 2007).  
Ambassador Juan Jose Bremer, invited the 
MPs for a meeting at the Mexican Embassy 
and outlined the importance of the 
ñParliamentary Diplomacyò in the strengthen-
ing of the bilateral cooperation . See photo. 

A delegation from oversight Committee of the 
Chamber of Deputies and the Superior Audit 
Office of Mexico visited the British National 
Audit Office (NAO) on 15 to 16 October 2007. 
Its purpose was the strengthening of the 
Superior Audit of Mexico and the ex-
change of experience between both coun-
tries on this issue. The Mexican Delega-
tion led by Mr. Antonio Ortega, MP was 

RE-ELECTED AT IMO  



NOVEMBER 2007 

George Steiner receives Alfonso Reyes Award  
Cambridge University Professor, George 
Steiner, is this yearôs winner of the Alfonso 
Reyes Award. While presenting this distinction, 
Ambassador of Mexico to the United Kingdom, 
Juan Jose Bremer, underscored Professor 
Steinerôs exceptional work and major contribution 
to contemporary culture. 
 
Alfonso Reyes was one of Mexicoôs 
distinguished writers, a man of broad intellect 
and wide ranging interests. Ambassador 
Bremer noted the common threads that unite 
both men and quoted Professor Steinerôs 
vision that ñthere is no craft more privileged or 
more vital to societyôs health than the art of 
teachingò. 
 
George Steiner was born in Paris in 1929 and 
he is a writer and literary critic. He is one of 
the most influential voices of contemporary 
culture and has written many books on a 
wide variety of subjects, such as Tolstoy or 
Dostoievsky and After Babel. 
 
This important award is granted by the 
government of Mexico through its National 
Council for Culture and the Arts, the 

National Institute of Fine arts and the Sociedad 
Alfonsina Internacional, as well the Government 
of Nuevo Leon, the publishing house Siglo 
XXI, the Technological Institute of Monterrey 
and the Autonomous University of Nuevo 
Leon. 
 
Professor Steiner appreciated this award 
consisting of a Diploma and a check for 

Lucia Siwy Capilla is 
currently pursuing a 
postgraduate course 
in violin at the Royal 
Academy of Music 
in the class of Igor 
Petrushevski.  Born 
in Jalapa, Mexico 
from a Mexican/

Polish musician family she started to take 
private violin lessons at the age of four.  
 
Since she was eleven years old she has 
performed as soloist in Mexico as well as in 
Belgium. In 1997 she won the first prize 
in the ñHermilo Novelo V National Violin 
Competitionò  in Mexico City.   

Lucia graduated last June from the Royal 
Conservatoire of The Hague in The Netherlands 
with Jaring Walta.  
 
She has been a guest student in Akademia 
Muzyczna in Krakow, Poland, studying with 
Robert Kabara. Since 2006 she has been a 
selected student of Zino Vinnikov in The 
Netherlands. 
 
Lucia played the Europe premiere of the Violin 
Concert ñBirth, Life and Death of a Beingò 
composed by her father Ryszard Siwy in 1992. 

Violinist in the Royal Academy of Music  
 SPECIAL NOTICE 

The Consulate changes address. 
 

In the following weeks the Consular 
section of the Embassy of Mexico will be 
located in the same address as the 
Embassy; please check our website. 
 

 
 
16 St. Georgeôs 

Street 
London W1S 1FD 

 
Opening hours 

Monday to Friday 
9:00 -  13:00  
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RELATED LINKS 

> www.contemporarywriters.com/
authors/?p=auth234 
 
>www.literaturainba.com/premios/
premio_alfonso_reyes.htm 

US$60,000 and underscored the great 
importance of Mexican literature.  

RELATED LINKS 

> www.ram.ac.uk 
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MEXICANS IN THE UK 

Mexican architect acknowledged with High Five Award by BAA  

Salvador Flores studied architecture at La Salle 

University in Gomez Palacio, Durango, Mexico. 

In a conversation with Mexico Today he 

related his experiences here in the UK.. 

ñMexico gave me my basic education in 
architecture and there is where I have my 
roots. My country has a very good educational 
system and I realized this when I began to 
work in my field in England. During my 
postgraduate studies here, I learned new 
ways of looking at life and its challengesò. 
 
ñWhile working my way through university in 

Mexico, I quickly came to the conclusion that 
international experience was essential for my 
professional development. The United Kingdom 
has provided me with this experience that has 
surpassed my expectations despite the many 
challenges I have had to faceò. 
 
ñI am a very tenacious person. When I arrived 
in the UK I sent out 500 copies of my CV in 
the belief that somewhere my experience and 
vision would find a home. Even though I had 
not yet fully mastered the English language, 
John Burke Associates offered me a position 
which I accepted with equal measures of 
satisfaction and trepidation since this was my 
first real job in architectureò.  
 
ñFor the past eight years, I have been involved 
in fascinating architectural projects in England, 
such as Morgan Stanley, Clifford Chance, HSBC, 
Heathrow Airport Terminal 5 among othersò. 
 
ñI want to share everything I have learned with 
my colleagues in Mexico and find out about 
their experiences during the time I have been 

in England. Through this dialogue we can all 
grow and learn from each other, which is 
why I am looking for projects in Mexico 
that are open to international participa-
tionò. In 2006, the British Airport Authority 
presented Salvador Flores with the High Five 
Award for outstanding work. ñI am very 
proud to be a Mexican and to have accom-
plished what I have in Englandò.  He is cur-
rently working at Pascall+Watson architects 
on terminal 1 at Heathrow Airport.  

Anti-Slavery International announced that 
the winner of the 2007 Anti-Slavery Award is 
the coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) for 
their exceptional contribution towards tackling 
modern-day slavery in the United States 
agricultural industry. 
 
Lucas Benitez, Mexican worker and member 
of the coalition of Immokalee Workers, received 
in London the Anti-Slavery Award presented 
by Felicity Lawrence, special correspondent 
for The Guardian. 
 
The CIW is a worker-led community organization 
based in Florida, which works with farm workers 
trafficked into forced labour, the majority of 
whom are from Mexico and Central America.   
 
They uncover and investigate cases of slavery 
whilst raising awareness of forced labour 
practices amongst the farm worker community.  
Their determined efforts have resulted in the 

prosecution of six slavery cases in the past 
decade and the liberation of over a thousand 
workers held in debt bondage. 
 
The CIW also seeks to prevent forced labour 
within the industry and has successfully 
campaigned for corporate buyer to take 
responsibility for the conditions in their supply 
chain leading to historic agreements with 
the largest fast-food corporations in the world. 
 
The Anti-slavery Award was instituted in 1991 
to draw attention to the continuing problem of 
slavery in the world today and to provide 
recognition for long-term, courageous 
campaigning by organizations in the countries 
affected. 

Farm workers organization recognized 
with 2007 Anti -Slavery Award  

RELATED LINKS 

> www.antislavery.org  
> www.ciw-online.org 

Posada 

Pre-Christmas Party in Mexican Style 
organized by òMexico Amigoó 
 

Saturday 8th December 2007 
From 12:30 to 5:00 pm  

Apostles Hall 
37 Cumberland Street 
London SW1V 4LY 

 
The money donated from the Mexico Amigo 
Christmas Party will be used to help those 
affected by the floods in Tabasco and       
Chiapas. 

RELATED LINKS 

> www.mexicoamigo.org 

CONTACT 

Salvador_flores@baa.com  
Salvador.flores@pascalls.co.uk 




