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MEXICO IN THE UK  

H.M. Queen Elizabeth II received the Letters                                                 
of Credence of Ambassador Eduardo Medina -Mora  

 

 

On 23 February Ambassador Eduardo Medina-Mora  
presented Queen Elizabeth II with his credentials accred-
iting him as Mexico´s representative to the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The Ambassa-
dor attended the ceremony  accompanied by his wife, 
Laura de Medina-Mora and officials from the Mexican 
Embassy.  
 
Afterwards, Ambassador and Mrs. Medina-Mora              
hosted a reception at which the Vice Marshal of   
 

the Diplomatic Corps, Simon Martin, spoke about the 

growing and cordial relationship between both                    

countries underscored by the state visit by President 

Felipe Calderon and his wife, Margarita Zavala, in 

2009. Ambassador Medina-Mora noted that Mexico 

and the United Kingdom share common values and 

are working closely on a variety of issues both                 

bilaterally and through the G20.   
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In his last report to the nation, Presi-

dent Calderon presented ten impor-

tant proposals to reform the political 

system. The main objective is to sim-

plify electoral processes as well as to 

allow a greater number of political 

actors to take active participation 

within the Governmentôs decisions. 

The initiatives include immediate 

consecutive re-election of mayors, 

municipal and delegation chiefs as 

well as federal and local legislators; 

reduction of the number of seats in 

the Federal Congress; independent candidacies to public posts; 

legal projects from the Supreme Court of Justice, amongst others, 

are now being discussed in the Congress. 

Last December Mexico concluded its work in the presidency of the 

Council of IDEA (Institute for Democracy and Election Assistance). 

IDEA is an intergovernmental organization integrated by 25 states 

whose main aim is assisting in democratic development throughout 

the world. Ghana will take over the presidency for the next two 

years. 

 

Last 27th January, COFETEL (Federal Telecommunications Com-

mission) issued broadcasting rights to indigenous communities to 

operate radio stations devoted to social interests. These licenses 

were given in the provinces of Nuevo León, Oaxaca, Morelos, 

Puebla, Quintana Roo and Jalisco. These actions underscore the 

Mexican Governmentôs full commitment to the International Cove-

nant of Civil and Political Rights which was strongly supported by 

our country in the 60ôs. 

www.sre.gob.mx/reinounido/derechoshumanos  (in Spanish) 

Human Rights in Mexico  

 

Riviera Maya, Quintana Roo, Mexico. During the Second Plenary 
Session of the Summit on Latin American and Caribbean Unity, 
President Felipe Calderon reported that one of the agreements 
reached by the 25 Heads of State and Government was to create 
the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States as a               
regional organization comprising all the states in the region. 
  
ñWe are showing the world that despite our legitimate and under-
standable differences, Latin American and Caribbean nations have 
decided to unite, find the mechanisms for understanding each other 
and resolve our differences. And we are quite clear that there are 
far more things that identify and link us than those that divide and 
separate us,ò he said. 
 
The President declared that the consolidation of this mechanism 
marks a decisive step in the institutional history of the region since 
the regionôs participation is decisive in overcoming challenges and 
solving the problems faced by mankind. 
 
President Calderon said that under Mexicoôs Chairmanship of the 
Río Group it had inter alia admitted three new members: Cuba, 
Surinam and Jamaica. He stressed the fact that this mechanism 
arose as a result of a Latin American initiative that will increase the 
region's role. 
 
ñWe want this common heritage to remain in force, be enriched 
during this new stage, expand its integrationist vocation and con-
tribute to constructing a better future for Latin America and the Car-
ibbean. This will enable us to match the ambitions of our nations,ò 
he said. 
 
During this same event, President Felipe Calderon handed over the  
Chairmanship of the Rio Group to Chilean President Michelle  
Bachelet: ñI know that as Chair, Chile will provide continuity for and 
build on what has been achieved to date for all Latin American and 
Caribbean countries,ò he said. 

 

Summit on Latin American 
and Caribbean Unity Political Reform  

Mexico handed over Ghana                                      

the Presidency of IDEA  

Freedom of Speech 

  MORE INFORMATION  
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www.presidencia.gob.mx/ 



The Mexican Ambassador Eduardo Medina-Mora, gave 
the opening speech, encouraging investors to look at Mex-
ico as an opportunity to do business. He pointed out the 
main characteristics of the Mexican market and highlighted 
the benefits of the countryôs strategic geographical posi-
tion, the excellent engineers and technicians working and 
studying in Mexico and competitive costs in the manufac-
turing sector. During the Conference, fifteen presentations 
were given by renowed personalities of the Mexican and 
UK aerospace sectors. The presentations referred to the 
legal framework of Mexicoôs manufacturing sector (IMMEX) 
and the benefits it has for foreign direct investment in the 
country. The National Plan for the Aerospace sector in 
Mexico was also presented by Alexandra Haas, Represen-
tative of ProMéxico in the UK. Several success stories 
were also presented during the Aerospace Conference; 
such is the case of CESSNA Aerospace and the EVER-
EST Group.   
  
With over a hundred attendees, the Aerospace Industry 
Conference was a precursor of the events to be held at 
Farnborough in July 2010, where Mexico will have a pavil-
ion. Mexico is becoming the key provider for the worldôs 
aerospace industry; the number of aerospace industries 
established in Mexico has tripled during the past during the 
last five years. Mexico provides the most competitive op-
erational costs out of the OECD countries. According to 
KMPGôs ñCompetitive Alternative 2008ò research, compa-
nies established in Mexico can save up to 30 per cent in 
operational costs.  
 
There are over 190 aerospace companies in Mexico. Most 
of them are foreign. They employ 30,000 workers and in 
2008 exported 3 billion dollars. The Aerospace industry in 
Mexico is conformed mainly by manufacturing and assem-
bly activities.  
 
Mexicoôs Aerospace Industry Conference was held the 11th 
of February at the Hilton Hotel in Heathrow Airport. Organ-
ized by Mexico Now, in conjunction with other companies,  
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Mexican states and institutions, itôs main purpose was to 
objectively analyze the present and future conditions of 
the aerospace industry in Mexico. Another important 
achievement was the detailed information obtained on 
current state and development of the sector and the inter-
action between leading UK companies and Mexican plant 
managers. It was a great opportunity to learn about the 
industryôs value chain in Mexico and the details of intellec-
tual property protection and certification.  

  MORE INFORMATION  

www.promexico.gob.mx 
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In recent years many aeronautical firms have chosen 
Mexico as the best place to invest among emerging mar-
kets.  By the end of 2009, about 220 firms had already 
made investments in 16 Mexican states, 79% of the com-
panies were in the manufacturing, 11% were in mainte-
nance, repair and operation, 10% were in engineering and 
design. Firms such as Honeywell, Eurocopter, Safran 
Group, Bombardier, Hamilton Sundstrand and Goodrich 
already have subsidiaries in Mexico. The aerospace sec-
tor employs more than 30,000 people and it is estimated 
that Foreign Direct Investment in the Aerospace sector 
has been more than 3.5 billion dollars. Currently, there are 
many suppliers of major OEMS in Mexico.  
 
Mexicoôs tradebalance in the aerospace sector had a sur-
plus of 1 billion dollars. In the last five years, Mexican ex-
ports of aerospace goods have been increasing at an an-
nual rate of 26%. In 2012, it is forecasted that the sales of 
aerospace components will be 7.5 billion dollars and the 
annual investment in the aerospace sector will be 1,200 
million dollars. The Mexican exports of aerospace goods 
are mainly sent to the United States, the European Union 
and Canada. Nowadays, Mexico is the ninth largest sup-
plier to the United States above China, Singapore, Tai-
wan, South Korea and Malaysia.  Mexico ranks second in 
the Americas in the number of aircraft in the General Avia-
tion segment. Besides, it is the country that has the sec-
ond largest jet business fleet in the world after the United 
States.   

There are many firms established in Mexico that are 
manufacturing aerospace components such as turbines, 
propellers, landing gears, rotors, fuselages, sensors, 
hoses, heat exchangers, insulation panels, bathrooms, 
galleys and harnesses. Furthermore, other companies 
provide services such as maintenance, repair and op-
eration of turbines, airfoil repairs and technical support.. 
 

The depreciation of the peso against the dollar in real 
terms, low transportation costs, the reduction of tariffs 
for the importation of intermediate and capital goods as 
well as the network of twelve free trade agreements with 
44 countries have improved the competitiveness of Mex-
ico. Currently, Mexico is considered as the best place in 
the world to manufacture goods for the North American 
market. Moreover, the British firms that offshore opera-
tions to Mexico can save total costs between 25% and 
35%. Therefore, the migration of British aerospace firms 
to Mexico can be seen as a cost effective. In the me-
dium term, Mexico will become a major supplier of aero 
parts to the main markets worldwide.  

 
     

Bombardier Q400. Picture of Courtesy of Bombardier 

Aerospace.  

Queretaro, Mexico.  
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The Seventh Edition of the òMexican Housing Dayó 
was held on the 5th February 2010 at the UBS offices. The 
purpose of this event was to discuss the strengths and 
opportunities that the Mexican housing sector represents 
for investors and how it has overcome one of the worst 
economic crises.  
 
The Mexican Housing Day was a unique event with the 
collaboration of the private and public sector, represented 
by the six largest housing developers ARA, URBI, 
HOMEX, SARE, GEO and Consorcio Hogar and with the 
intervention of public agencies such as INFONAVIT, 
FOVISSTE, CONAVI and SHF.  
 
The Mexican housing sector represents a great opportu-
nity for investors and developers with a long-term housing 
demand and a steady growth sector. The main factors for 
a stable market is that there is no over supply or price 
bubble, good credit analysis and solid social mortgage 
institutions.  

The expected growth for 2010 is of 3% GDP. There is 
an approximate housing deficit of 8.9 million houses that 
represents a large market for housing developers It is 
intended to stimulate mortgage  housing supply by $1.6 
billion dollars from capital markets and to provide financ-
ing for low income homes and financing for construction 
projects.  
 
Among the participants of the event were Mr. Alejandro 
Werner the Vice-Minister of Finance, Mr. Manuel Pérez 
the Executive Director of FOVISSTE, Mr. Ricardo Gar-
cía Conde from the Mexican Banking Association and 
Mr. Victor Borrás CEO of INFONAVIT.  
 
The closure of the event featured Mexican Ambassador 
Eduardo Medina-Mora, who emphasized the govern-
ments support for the Mexican housing sector through 
several institutional reforms and the development of new 
sustainability policies such as the existence of 32 poten-
tial projects for Self Sustainable House Units in 17 differ-
ent states with a total investment of $22.6 billion dollars.  
 

The Mexican Housing Day served the purpose of en-

gaging public awareness with respect to the great busi-

ness opportunity that the Mexican housing sector repre-

sents and the stability of the Mexican market concerning 

the financing and mortgages for housing demand. 

www.mexicanhousingday.com 

  MORE INFORMATION  
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To mark the celebrations of Mexicoôs 200 years of Independence and a hundred years of the Revolution, the Mexico Tourism Board in 
the UK has teamed up with various UK organisations to bring a flavour of Mexico to the UK.   
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Visit Mexico in the UK  

This female mariachi band of New Tecalitlan, was 
founded in 2006 in Guadalajara, Jaliscoôs capital 
city. Taking on a male dominated industry, the 
group has been acclaimed at major mariachi festi-
vals in Mexico and has had the opportunity to 
perform in the USA.  
 
The original Mariachi Nuevo  Tecatitlan consisted 
of male performers and was founded in 1965 in 
Jalisco. Mariachi is a typical musical group whose 
origins could be traced back to the State of Jalisco 
in western Mexico. Traditionally mariachi bands 
have been formed by men and consists of violins, 
trumpets, an acoustic guitar, a vihuela (a high-
pitched, five-string guitar), a guitarrón (a large 
acoustic bass) and occasionally a harp. This tradi-
tion has been caught up by modern times and 
also by generations and now a ten female maria-
chi band will make their debut in the UK. 
 
Their presentation in the United Kingdom has 
been made possible thanks to the support of the 
Mexico Tourism Board in the UK, the State of 
Jalisco, Barbican Centre and Como No! . 
 
The Mexico Tourism Board in the UK introduces 
the ñFemale Mariachi band of New Tecalitlanò 
whose first performance in the UK will take place 
this coming 24  April at Kings Cross St. Pancras 
and 26 April at  the Barbican Centre. 

Surreal Friends Exhibition  
The Mexico Tourism Board in the UK and 
Pallant House Gallery present three major 
international exhibitions celebrating the work 
of three leading women surrealists including 
the British-born painter Leonora Carrington 
(b.1917). Her work is to be shown alongside 
works by her friends, and fellow Mexican 
residents, the Spanish-born painter Reme-
dios Varo (1908-1963) and Hungarian pho-
tographer Kati Horna (1912-2000).  

The series of exhibitions will explore the 
fierce independence and extraordinary, over-
lapping personal lives of these women in a 
celebration of their works.  
 
These major exhibitions will take place at 
Pallant House Gallery from June 19 to Sep-
tember 12 and at the Sainsbury Centre of 
Visual Arts from September 28 to December 
12, 2010.  


