By conducting the responsibility acknowledgement ceremony in Atoyac de Álvarez, Guerrero, the Government of Mexico complies with the ruling of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the Rosendo Radilla Pacheco case. 

JOINT PRESS RELEASE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of the Interior

Today, in the municipality of Atoyac de Álvarez, Guerrero, took place the public acknowledgment of international responsibility as ordered by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR) in its delivered statement on the Rosendo Radilla Pacheco case who was a victim of enforced disappearance in the state of Guerrero in 1974. The event was headed by the Acting Minister of the Interior, Mr. Juan Marcos Gutierrez; the Governor of the State of Guerrero, Mr. Angel Aguirre Rivero; the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Patricia Espinosa Cantellano, and municipal authorities.
The heads of the local Congress and the Judiciary also attended, as well as the State of Guerrero Ombudsperson , and a large audience of Atoyac de Álvarez.

In his statement, Acting Minister Juan Marcos Gutierrez publicly acknowledged the United Mexican States’ responsibility for the disappearance of Mr. Radilla. He underscored that "in extremely difficult circumstances for the Federal Government, arosed from the tragic death of Mr. José Francisco Blake Mora, and Mr. Felipe Zamora Castro, who would participate in this event on Monday November the 14th, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Acting Minister of the Interior attended to comply with an international obligation, and to reaffirm President Felipe Calderon’s full commitment to the protection of human rights."

The Acting Minister of the Interior also detailed other specific actions to implement the ruling of the Court. 
The Foreign Minister´s intervention stressed that Mexico's human rights foreign policy is characterized by its standing invitation to international human rights mechanisms; the ratification of all relevant international treaties in this field; and by the establishment of mechanisms and procedures to fully comply with international obligations. In this regard, Ambassador Espinosa emphasized that, based on the said active human rights foreign policy, during the current Administration, Mexico has been elected to occupy seats in the most important international human rights bodies such as the UN Human Rights Council and the Inter-American Human Rights Commission. 

Thirdly, the Governor of the state of Guerrero, Mr. Angel Aguirre Rivero, said that this event shows the deep and positive changes that have taken place in the country during the last decade and announced the creation of a Truth Commission to investigate and clarify the human rights violations committed in the State of Guerrero during the 1970s and 1980s. 

Finally, as part of the ceremony, with the presence of the aforementioned authorities, the Mayor of Atoyac de Alvarez unveiled a Memorial Plaque to remember Mr. Rosendo Radilla Pacheco. The text was agreed between the government and representatives of the Radilla family.

Mexico reiterates its full commitment with the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and reasserts its willingness to further strengthen a culture of respect for these rights throughout the country.

